
iconic Lawrence smoke stacks will be
photographed and videotaped by
professional engineers and added that,
moving forward with phase two of the
project would bring upwards of 2,000 new
jobs to the City of Lawrence.

“We are going to be raising three
different structures,” Lupoli said. “Those
structures will be transformed into new
developments. With the demo of two of
the three structures, you will see two
brand new structures going up. And, we
are going to incorporate the old with the
new, using the materials on the existing
site [in the new structures]. But those new
structures are going to create new jobs.”

“What you saw here today was the
second phase, but the first step in that
second phase is [an] exciting new
development that’s going to take place
which will change the whole corridor on
Merrimack Street forever,” Lupoli said in
an exclusive interview with The Valley
Patriot.

“Were talking about creating 1.2 million
square feet of new development over
there, creating over 2,000 new jobs.”
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METHUEN - An e-mail alert is sent out,
and Methuen resident Don Pearce, former
Air Force member, answers the call:
another mission for the Patriot Guard
Riders, who have been requested by the
family of a local fallen soldier, to provide
escort duty.

Don and his family cut a solid,
committed, respectful path for our
nation’s military. Flanked by his father
before him, Sgt Warren R Pearce Sr. (1942-
1945 Normandy to Germany), and his son
Donald Eric Pearce Jr., who recently
completed his third tour in Iraq,  Don
stands with a deep family, personal, and

national pride for military service. Today,
he answers the call to service as he terms:
“one of many, we try to help by showing
our respect.”

Don Pearce is a local ride captain for the
Massachusetts Patriot Guard Riders; part
of a national group born out of the desire
to provide comfort, support, protection,
and respect for soldiers and their families.
The group has been very active these
past few months, with funeral services
from the Merrimack Valley to the Cape.
Don lives in Methuen, and clears his
schedule whenever a call to serve is
requested. I asked Don about the group,
who serves, and why he serves. He
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The Lawrence Historic Commission
voted last month to approve the
demolition of two buildings on Merrimack
Street in Lawrence owned by Sal Lupoli of
Salvatore’s Restaurant, Sal’s Pizzas, and
Riverwalk Properties.

The Historic Commission cleared the
way for a multi-million dollar development
at the site which will include a retail mall,
office space an a brand new community
center that Lupoli will be donating to the
City of Lawrence upon its’ completion.

Lupoli appeared before the commission
and detailed the structural flaws and
dangerous conditions of the two existing
buildings and smokestacks located
between the Riverwalk development and
the Monarch on the Merrimack Project,
also known as the Wood Mill.

Lupoli and Lawrence Planning Director
Mike Sweeney explained to the board that
the conditions of the buildings were
“dangerous to the health and safety of
the citizens of Lawrence”.

Lupoli told the commission that for
historic reasons the demolition of the
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