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HAVERHILL  - GEORGETOWN

Georgetown club owner Wojtkun ordered to return money
Lonnie Brennan

VALLEY PATRIOT GEORGETOWN COLUMNIST

After six years of legal wrestling, on
February 12, 2009, Judge Carol S. Ball, of
the Essex Superior Court affixed her
signature on a 68-page decision ordering
Dr. Peter Wojtkun and the Georgetown
Club, et. al., to return $357,670.00 to golf
course abutter Chris Rich.  Dr. Wojtkun
has 90 days to comply. Most importantly
for other “lifetime members,” Judge Ball
found a deliberate effort by Dr. Wojtkun
to drive out lifetime members, and ruled
that his usury claim (financial claim
against lifetime membership) is invalid.

In December 2002, Mr. Rich entered into
an agreement with Dr. Wojtkun to
purchase 5% of the stock of the Club.
Mr. Rich made multiple payments over a 5-
month period totaling $357,670.00 but
delayed a final $157,330.00 payment for
many months.  Mr. Rich cited a period of
hospitalization as well as Dr. Wojtkun’s
continued delay regarding a golf-cart
easement dispute.

At first, the pair appeared to be working
through the delay. By summer, things
turned sour between the pair.  On
September 4, 2003, Mr. Rich made his final
payment of $157,330.00.  Several days

later, his payment was returned and Dr.
Wojtkun declared the stock purchase deal
null and void for late payment. Dr.
Wojtkun also refused to return the prior
payments totaling $357,670.00.

A meeting was held on Sept. 24, 2003
with Mr. Rich, Dr. Wojtkun and their
respective lawyers at which time an
agreement was reached between the
parties (stock purchase, membership
rights, easement rights, etc.), but that
agreement quickly got tossed aside in the
following weeks as tensions between the
parties mounted.

In December 2003, Mr. Rich filed suit to
“get back my money.”  Much of 2004 was
spent by Mr. Rich in court, attempting to
recoup his money and regain his golfing
privileges.  After several court hearings
and decisions, five years later, on
February 11, 2008, the parties met again,
this time in a Superior Court trial.
Testimony ended on October 3, 2008. A
declaration of judgment was released on
February 12, 2009, citing defendants: “the
Georgetown Golf Club, Inc., New England
Golf Partners, Inc. (NEGP), Georgetown
Links, LLP, and Peter Wojtkun.”

Most notably, Judge Ball summarized
the long trial, testimony, affidavits, and
filings by noting that: “since this litigation

began, the Club has engaged in a strategy
with the aim of terminating the lifetime
memberships.” (The Valley Patriot secured
copies of court documents of multiple
lifetime members engaged in suits by Dr.
Wojtkun.)

The judgment also included notes of
“hardball tactics,” … “characterized as
threatening,” … “high-handedness…”
and statements of the court finding
“credible Rich’s argument that Wojtkun
and his allies were harassing him.”

The court also found that Dr. Wojtkun
and his attorney Thomas Curran had
presented altered document/s to the
court.  Specifics regarding Dr. Wojtkun’s
altering of a signed affidavit was noted in
the judge’s decision, as well as a pattern
to “drive out the Lifetime Members who
financed his dream and now wants them
out…Wojtkun lost sight of his fiduciary
duty to the lifetime members.” An
“intimidating” usurious letter of October
2005, telling members he would no longer
honor their contracts, was showcased as
one of many patterns of unjust behavior
by the club owner.

“The goal (of the letter) was to
terminate the original agreements with
their hodge-podge of benefits, to raise
more money and to drive some of the
dissident members away,” the judge said.

“Over the years of its existence, The
Club has been run with a strong and
heavy hand, principally by Dr. Wojtkun,”
Judge Ball summarized. “Wojtkun came to
view people who disagreed with him as
his enemies and enemies of the Club.
Ruling by fiat rather than by consensus is
a prescription for dissent and, where
financial resources are available,
litigation” the judge wrote.
“It is not surprising that this approach to
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Club management has spawned the many
lawsuits which relate to the Georgetown
Golf Club which are famously pending in
Essex County.”

The Valley Patriot has learned that nine
pending cases have now been joined by
the court to expedite and clear Essex court
dockets of some of the various
Georgetown Club court cases. The full
text of the Court’s decision will be posted
online. Massachusetts County of Essex
Superior Court Civil Docket # ESCV2003-
02419-C.

 Dr. Peter Wojtkun and the
Georgetown Club, et. al., were
ordered to return $357,670.00 to
golf course abutter Chris Rich.
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HAVERHILL -  Jack Bevelaqua, the last
host of WHAV’s popular Open Mike
Show, returned to the air live at 6:30 p.m.,
Monday night, Feb. 2nd.

Like the original weekly, two-hour
program presents timely guests and gives
area residents a chance to call and
discuss issues of concern. Unlike the
earlier show, however, the program will be
heard not just over the airwaves, but also
on the Web at www.WHAV.net, area cable
television stations and mobile phones.
Bevelaqua will also comment on e-mails
and voicemails.

“No feelings will be spared and no topic
is off limits,” said Bevelaqua. “I welcome
hearing from old and new friends alike.
The promise of a free society is only
fulfilled when there is a free exchange of
opinions and ideas,” he said.

Bevelaqua, 55, of Haverhill, became
host of the Open Mike Show in 1990. He
succeeded Lindsay Parker and long-time
host Bill Pike. The program began in 1962
with host Edwin V. Johnson. The original
show ended abruptly March 3, 1995 when
the radio frequency was turned over to a
Spanish language broadcasting outlet.

Bevelaqua has been business and
consumer services group manager at
Massachusetts Division of Energy
Resources since 1992. He previously
served as the Commonwealth’s director of
Institutional and Renewable Grants
Management and as case manager/local
government liaison for State Senator
Sharon Pollard (D-Methuen). Bevelaqua
also served on the Groveland Board of
Public Health from 1972 to 2006 and
Pentucket Regional School District
Advisory Board from 1996 to 2000, among
other community and civic committees.

Jack Bevelaqua brings back WHAV’s Open
Mike Show after 14-year hiatus

“The addition of live, local talk on
WHAV bucks an industry trend that
favors nationally syndicated hosts,” said
Tim Coco, president and general manager.

WHAV is heard on the Internet at
WHAV.net, cable television in several area
communities, mobile phones and a low-
power AM radio station at 1640.

The WHAV call letters have been
associated with local broadcasting since
1947. For nearly five years, the WHAV call
has been heard on the Internet at
WHAV.net and a number of public access
cable television stations in Andover,
Groveland, Haverhill and Methuen. Low-
power AM radio service at 1640 and
mobile phone service was also recently
inaugurated. The U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office recently awarded
WHAV’s current owner federal protection
from service mark infringement. WHAV is
one of the fastest growing Internet radio
stations, ranking in the top 10 percent of
all Internet radio stations.

To listen, or for more information, visit
www.WHAV.net.

Haverhill Recreation Department and
Council on Aging  will be hosting a
monthly story craft hour for children and
grandparents at the Citizen Center, 10
Welcome St.  What better way to spend
quality time and make special memories
than to share a story!    Children between
the ages of 2 and 5 are welcome to attend.
Join us on Friday, March 13, at 10:30 a.m.
for our next scheduled story hour.

Cookies and juice for children and
coffee for grandparents will be provided.
Suggested donation is $2.00 per family.
Space is limited and reservations are
required.

***
Faith and Begorrah, St. Patrick’s Day is

just around the corner!  Haverhill Council
on Aging announces its Senior Citizen St.
Patrick’s Day Party will be held on
Monday, March 16, at DiBurro’s of Ward
Hill from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.  E. J.
Ouellette and the Irish Maggies will
provide live entertainment, and a
traditional Irish meal of corned beef and
cabbage will be served.  Doors will open
at 10:45 a.m.

The presentation of the prestigious D.
Raymond Taffe Award will take place at
the luncheon.  Last year’s recipient were
the members of the Comedy Masque
Revue.  Members of the Revue have
brought smiles to many faces and have
performed song and dance routines for
thousands in the Greater Haverhill and
Northeast area.

There are 300 tickets available for
Haverhill seniors at $7.00.  Addition
seniors, non-seniors and out-of-town
seniors may purchase tickets for $16.00.
Tables of ten may be reserved.

Tickets are available at the Citizens
Center, 10 Welcome St., Haverhill, MA.

From the Haverhill Council on Aging

***
Haverhill Council on Aging and H. R.

Block are hosting a tax information
seminar for seniors on Wednesday, March
11, at 10:30 at the Citizen Center, 10
Welcome Street.  Topics will include the
new stimulus for 2009.

***
The Trustees of Tattersall Farm, 542

North Broadway, are seeking volunteers
to participate in planning this year’s
“Farm Day” to be held in September.
Trustees are looking for creative ideas for
children’s activities and as well as general
assistance with organizing and planning
the day.

This year will mark the third annual
“Farm Day,” and Trustees and anxious to
include the public in assisting with the
event.  It is a wonderful family day for
children and adults and a great
opportunity to work on a community
event.

***
The Haverhill Council on Aging is

planning a trip to  Mackinac Island,
Michigan June 1-8, 2009.  Mackinac Island
has been described as a “storybook”
island of breathtaking beauty, and
accommodations on the island are at the
beautiful Grand Hotel.  This trip includes
an overnight in Niagara Falls, the Henry
Ford Museum, a ferry ride, and a visit to
Greenfield Village.

 Total cost for this motorcoach trip is
$1,950 per person double occupancy.

For more information on any of these
events you can contact contact Kathy
Bresnahan X11 or Rita Labella X16 at the
Council on Aging 978-374-2390 or
kbresnahan@cityofhaverhil.com  for
additional information.
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